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REVIEW OF ACTUAL PROBLEMS
OF THE FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF GEOETHICS

In the course of last 20 years geoethics has made a significant development. At the origin
problems of protection of mineral resources and of their fair use were taken as a priority.
Until nowadays it is necessary to keep in mind that without mineral resources and without
mining activities the human life would be in danger (the drinking water belongs to this
richness as well). Moreover any shifting of mining activities into undefended countries of
the Third World (motivated by efforts to improve the quality of the own environment) is
against any ethical principle of human solidarity.

Geoethics has to focus more and more attention on problems of unavoidable natural
disasters. They are occurring nowadays in an extremely increased intensity and they
represent very probable dangers (even of several orders higher than what had to be known).
The development needs to intensify an effective monitoring and first of all also a systemic
preparation and creating of appropriate protective measures on a global scale. The new
situation demands much more to do from the Earth scientists in their responsible specific
work: possible predictions of natural hazards, suggestions for minimizing potential damages,
education of population. For the wellbeing of the human kind as well as for the further
development of the scientific basis it seems to be very important to take into consideration
the necessity to a step-by-step mutual approaching and increasing co-operation of Earth
sciences and technical disciplines with the humanitarian sciences. Geoethics can be applied
also in introducing other scientific fields (futurology etc.).

Another important role of geoethics consists in the possibility to inform larger strata of
population and especially the responsible levels of State and international authorities that
some ideas concerning the “sustainable environment” are too simplified and finally
unsustainable. It is necessary to harmonize anthropogenic influences with long term
exogenous and endogenous natural processes which are outside any human control and
where a typical hierarchical periodicity of expressive changes can be expected.

The memory of the human kind has not yet been able to see “on-line” the most effective
changes; some ideas about their effects can be got just by the intermediary of the geological
and planetary disciplines. Geoethics sensu stricto must give impulses for understanding that
also the not living Nature is passing a very dynamic development and that the human kind
has to found a friendly approach for living together with the Nature and with the whole
planet Earth.

New areas of interest are arising for geoethics in the sphere of the law (legislative
procedures, legal problems). Omitting of the precautionary principles can awake justified
accusations for making neglectful or intentional secrets from real dangers represented by any
approach of a disaster which can be expected. On the other hand just a warning can be
considered as inappropriate and can lead to an unjustified accusation for false alarms when
expected disasters seem to be “delayed”.
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In final social, economic and cultural consequences of the geoethics development new
priorities are to be found with a permanent stress on effectuating human solidarity at all
possible levels. Naturally a geoethical way of thinking should be fully based on applying
commonly acceptable moral and ethical principles which the human kind has achieved by
various ways and by differing experiences (in spite of some actual adverse tendencies with a
prevailing deformation of the spiritual component of the life and with a lack of a cultivated
style of negotiations).

Another actual problem is to establish appropriate international structures able to
incorporate geoethical principles in the optimal way into the consciousness and into the life
of the whole contemporaneous global society. Some progress has been achieved with
establishing a world network for geoethics — unfortunately some counterproductive
phenomena appeared as well.

A positive phenomenon is that GEOETHICS NEWS has started to be appreciated on a
global basis (e.g. appreciation of the IUGS and permanent references in the IUGS Bulletins)
and that the initiator of the AGID National Chapter in Spain Professor Jesus Martinez-Frias
has  founded and continues devotedly in editing the web  pages
http://tierra.rediris.es/Geoethics_Planetary Protection/ (where also all existing editions of
GEOETHICS NEWS can be downloaded).

Also in the Russian Federation Dr. Nataliya Nikitina succeeded in establishing a national
group of geoethics in the framework of the Russian Geological Society. The recently
founded web pages of this group on Geoethics http://www.geoethics.ru or
http://www.reoatuka.pd hopefully will follow the model from the Spain.

In each country, in each region, at any locality various geoethical problems of different
intensity and in a large extent of various priorities can be encountered. Many of them appear
in papers of different authors at our Symposium and we hope that the extraordinary
representative participation in our negotiations will lead to further serious steps in the
development of geoethics what will be remarkable at the occasion of the coming 34"
International Geological Congress in Brisbane (August 2012).
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AKTUALNI VYZVY PRO DALSI VYVOJ GEOETIKY

Geoetika prosla za uplynulych 20 let znaénym vyvojem. Na zacatku se uptrednostiovaly
problémy ochrany a fadného vyuZivani nerostného bohatstvi Zemé¢. Je tieba mit stale na
paméti, Ze bez téZby nerostnych surovin se lidstvo neobejde (a k témto surovindm patii také
pitnd voda!). Navic presun téZebnich aktivit do bezbrannych zemi tretiho svéta ve snaze
zlepsit vlastni Zivotné prostredi popira vSechny etické principy lidské solidarity.

Geoetika se stale vice musi zabyvat otazkami nevyhnutelnych piirodnich katastrof, které
se v soucasné dobé vyskytuji ve zna¢né zvySené intenzité predstavujici zvySeni moznych
nebezpeci az o celé rady. Vyvoj si vynucuje intenzifikaci t¢inného monitoringu a predevsim
také systematickou pripravu a budovani ochrannych prostiedkt v globalnim rozsahu. Novéa
situace klade vyrazn¢ vysSi naroky na odpovédnou odbornou préaci prirodovédca s hlediska
jak piedpovedi téchto nebezpeénych jeva, tak i ndvrht smétujicich k minimalizaci moZznych
ocekavanych Skod. Pro lidstvo a pro dalSi rozvoj jeho védecké zakladny je dulezité si
uvédomit potiebnost postupného sblizovani a prorastani ptirodovédeckych a technickych
obort s obory humanitnimi.

Geoetika se maze uplatnit i pti tomto procesu sblizovani véd i pti zavadeéni dalSich obort
(futurologie apod.) Také v SirSi veiejnosti, na odpovédnych Urovnich statni spravy a
samospravy i Vv mezinarodnim kontextu muZze pravé geoetika upozornovat na piilis
zjednodu3ené a obecné neudrZitelné predstavy o trvalé udrZitelnosti Zivotniho prostiedi a tak
prispivat k obecnéjSimu lepSimu pochopeni vztahu ¢lovéka k piirodé. Jde o odpovédnou
harmonizaci antropogennich vliva s lidstvem neovladatelnymi dlouhodobymi exogennimi a
endogennimi ptirodnimi procesy, pro néZz byva typicka urcitd hierarchicka periodicita
vyraznych zmén.

Pamét’ lidského rodu zatim nestacila zaznamenat nejvyraznéjsi z téchto zmén a predstavy
o nich mohou zprostredkovat pouze geologické a planetarni obory. Geoetika

v nejvlastnéjSim smyslu musi davat trvalé impulzy k tomu, aby lidé pochopili, Ze i tzv.
neziva priroda prochazi velice dynamickym vyvojem, jemuz je tieba se prizpusobit.

Objevuji se také nova pole pusobnosti ve vztahu k pravnim problémam. Opomenuti
principu piedb&éZzné opatrnosti muizZe vést k oprdvnénym obvinénim z nedbalostniho i
dokonce umysIného zatajovani nebezpeci blizici se katastrofy. Naproti tomu pravé
upozornovani na tyto blizici se jevy muze vést k neopravnénému obvinéni ze Sireni
poplasnych zprav, kdyZz pravé ocekdvané katastrofy (zatim?) nenastanou. Neni ¢as pro
legislativni procesy, které by zajistily spravedlivé posuzovani uvedenych extrémnich
piipada?

V kone¢nych socialnich, ekonomickych a kulturnich dasledcich jde o hledani novych
priorit v¢etné stale vétSiho darazu na solidaritu lidské spole¢nosti na vSech moznych
arovnich. Je pak samoziejmé, Ze nezbytné geoetické mysleni musi vychazet ze zachovavani
obecn¢ prijatelnych moralnich a etickych zasad, k nimz lidstvo dospélo riznymi cestami a
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zkuSenostmi (navzdory nékterym soucasnym opacénym trendum, které se vyznaduji
piedevsim deformaci spiritualni slozky Zivota a Ubytkem kultivovaného jednani).

Jde téZ o to, aby se vytvorily piiméiené struktury, které by mohly geoetické principy
optimaln¢ uvéadét do poveédomi a Zivota celé soucasneé globalni spole¢nosti. Pon¢kud se
podafilo pokrocit s vystavbou svétove geoetické sité, i kdyZz se bohuzel vyskytly také
kontraproduktivni jevy.

Je mozno se pochlubit piedevsim tim, Ze GEOETHICS NEWS se zacaly uplatnovat ve
svétovem meritku (ocenéni IUGS a stdlé odkazy v Bulletinech 1UGS) a Ze iniciator
Spanélské narodni skupiny AGID profesor Jesus Martinez-Frias zaloZil a obétaveé vede a
rozsifuje web stranky http://tierra.rediris.es/Geoethics_Planetary Protection/ . Zde je mozZno
také ziskat pristup ku vSem dosavadnim vydanim GEOETHICS NEWS (od r. 2007).

Takeé v Ruské federaci se podatilo Dr. Natalii Nikitinové ustavit ndrodni skupinu v rdmci
Ruské geologické spolecnosti. Lze si piat, aby nedavno zaloZzené web stranky
http://www.geoethics.ru, resp. http://www.reostuka.pd také nasledovaly Spanélsky piiklad.

V kazdé zemi, v kazdém regionu i na kazdé lokalit¢ mohou se vyskytovat odlisné
geoetické problemy o razné intenzité a v rozsahlé paleté s rozdilnymi prioritami. Mnohé
z uvedenych problémt se uZ objevuji v pfipravenych referdtech a letoSni mimoradné
reprezentativni Ucast na naSich jednanich nepochybné povede k dalSim zavaznym krokam a
projevi se i na chystaném 34. Mezinarodnim geologickém kongresu v Brisbane (2012).
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